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February 2010 AGENDA
No Membership Meeting (See you at the Pig Roast!)

1 Board Meeting

6 Buoy Race

21 Distance Race

27 Cruise to Nowhere - CM Jim Eve / Denny Geyer

(PigRoast -Patri ot 6s

Par k)
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Steve Saewert

Hello Sailors,

Late last year we put a survey on the Internet. Its purpose was to ask a few questions to get
some feedback on how your Squadron is doing. There was strong support for the Pot Luck
Dinners, the Cruises, the Racing Program, and the major Special Events (Steak n Sail, Holi-
day Party, and Change of Watch). There was also a strong feeling that we have a good thing
going here, and that we should promote it more. This is gratifying to the Board and other vol-
unteers, as it indicates the major Squadron events are going well.

Al so suggested was to have informal O6gabéd
experiences on topics from maintenance & repairs to cooking on board. It was further sug-
gested that we should do a better job of integrating new members into the squadron. Not sur-
prisingly, promotion and new members will be the main topics for the February Board of Di-
rectors Meeting. Thank you for your participation and feedback, it definitely provides the
Board with good feedback, as well as helping the board set direction for the remainder of this
season and into the next.

Just a reminder that there is no February Sweetheart Dance this year. It has been merged
with the Cruise to Nowhere, which will now have a dinner. Please see the details and sign up
sheet elsewhere in this issue. See you there!

Steve Saewert, Commodore spsaewert@comcast.net




Vice Commodoreds Report

January 2010 is now history, with its freezing weather hopefully in tow. My son Alex works
with John Thomas and Jabo Gordon at the Venice Youth Boating Association. Two Satur-
daydés ago with a fl eet o-flegréedveayheruheygexpereemced b
their first ever snow in Florida. Those of you from the north would not call it snow, but for a
few minutes, the young girls and boys sitting alone in their small boats, enjoyed the experi-

ence of white flakes melting as talveyrardesperc lh e c

ence in Venice FL.

As Membership Chairman, since last February, | have made an effort to increase our mem-
bership. With the help of others, membership has increased, with approximately 16 new
families. The participation at our functions has increased, and the attention paid to enhance
our member satisfaction at events seems well received by the comments of the squadron.
We seem to be attracting new members, and now | would like to work on member retention,
as well. To me some of the best new members come form referrals within the squadron. If
you have not invited a friend or neighbor to a meeting/outing, bring someone to the pig roast.
This event is wonderful time to meet and mingle with the members.

As | look forward to the remaining months of our sailing season, | see a unique opportunity
before us. Two years ago the structure of the sailing squadron was changed to reduce the
number of volunteers needed to operate our organization. Many of the board positions of the
squadron are for 2-3 years. This year we face an unusual number of volunteers whose 2 or
3 years will end at the Change of Watch this May. 9. Only 4 of us will be carrying on their
duties into next year.

The VSS Board will hold a special meeting on Feb 1% at Polly Gates new home in Country
Club Estates to plan our o201iliseasos. THe aaxt VES e
Board will need Arestockingd of minds and
squadron members who have not previously volunteered their time on the board, to join in
and help shape and our organization. Your thoughts are valuable and we need your help.

Over the next 2 months, | would like the membership to contact any Board member you
know and volunteer. New members will find joining the Board to be an easy way to meet and
better know your fellow members. Our squadron leadership is composed of all volunteers. If
you have never volunteered in the past, or are new to the squadron, this is your opportunity
to work with a fresh Board full of new ideas.

|l &m | ooking forward to a fun time at the
Since there is no general meeting this month, be sure to sign up and send your $15.00 to
the VSS P.O. box today!!! Remember guests are welcome!!!

Bill Whalen, Vice Commodore bwhalen@vacationtvl.com
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Crui sing Captaindés Corner

A number of years ago, Carol and Bob Senn as Cruise Masters of the February cruise, felt
that February was a rather lousy month, weather-wise, in which to hold a cruise. They
founded, then and ther e, the now traditio
ing molded as we write.

As Cruise Masters Jim Eve and Denny Geyer point out, we have some of the best destina-
tions for group outings on the West Coast of Florida and they are right in our own back

yard! Our 6Cruise6, this year, will be a
(the Cirquesa was held there in January).
Par k, Veni ce, FLO. I hit on the top choi
an idea of what the park is all/l about, vyo
the Park, if needed. (Dogs ARE permitted!!!!!

Patriotbés Park is a county park and offer

tables, and LOTS of parking. Arrive by car or bicycle. Jim feels the bike paths around Ven-
ice are the best in the state. Bring chairs and your own beverages! 1 p.m.to4 p.m. Our
picnic will be served around 3 p.m.

Now €& her eds thelfoed!bWesdr @ alravi n @ caevedpn agolankma s {
front of our very eyes! - 3 sides, Barbie sauce, garlic bread 1 the whole works and you
dondt even have tiot bs i mgi g apl ewiaded by t
and the companionship of your fellow VSS members for only $15.00 per person! It is possi-
ble not all the pig will be consumed, so bring a container to take home some of the meat.

As usual, Jim and Denny are O6cooking upbd
brains at home) and prizes will be awarded.

Dondét miss this onel!l ]l So, S
(Sign up sheet is on page 6)

Absolute deadline for numbers is Friday, February 12". To be safe, put 2/10 as deadline
on your <calendar so y-apshedtdsbdotv. Ripiit o, fillot out, make
the check payable to the Venice Sailing Squadron, and mail it all to our P.O. Box number.
PLEASE donét bring a check or cash to the

Jim, Denny, and the rest of us, are looking forward to seeing you on Saturday, Febru-
ary 27, 1 to 4 p.m., at Patri

Carol and Don Duncan duncancarol_10@msn.com
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Racing News

First of all, get ready for the Windjammer Regatta , February 6-7!

The VSS racing program continued to be blessed with great sailing conditions but plagued
with weak turnout. From my standpoint, the high point was the return of Summertime to the
fray after having spent part of December in the Snead Island Hospital.

The buoy race on January 2™ attracted only three entrants, but featured nice moderate
winds and flat seas. | think that some sailors were discouraged by the cool weather, but it
ended up being quite pleasant. It also was the day that the almost total domination this
season by Cat's Meow ended. We had two 4.23 nm triangle, windward-leeward races.

The first was in a brisk 10-17 knot breeze. On the first beat Cat's Meow and went right and
Summertime went left, and left was the way to go. Summertime rounded the windward
mark with a nice lead and it wasn't until the 2™ reach that the faster boats caught up and
passed her. It would seem that Summertime would almost be guaranteed a corrected time
win at that point, but Summertime's skipper (that would be me) found a way to lose. Going
up the 2™ beat Summertime went right and Cat's Meow and Raegan-e went left, and left
was still the way to go. To top it off, Summertime lost steerage trying to get around the
windward mark and hit it, necessitating a penalty 360° turn, pushing her back to 2".

The 2" race got off after a couple of false starts caused by clumsiness on the part of the
RC (that would be me again). By then the wind had dropped a bit and the race followed a
more predictable pattern. All three of the boats were carrying small jibs and were a bit
underpowered. Raegan-e looked great from the very start and went on to her 2nd win.

The crew of Raegan-e was supplemented by the well-known sailors Gregg Knighton and
Matt Petrat.

See http://home.comcast.net/~venicesailor/VSSracing/buoyraceresults.html

The Distance race on January 17" attracted only two boats. Cat's Meow was laid low by a
nasty winter cold as were several crew members of the other boats.

The course was a 7.72 nm windward-leeward that ran from just off the beach North of the
North Jetty Park to the Mote Marine red tide buoy off Casperson Beach. The weather sta-
tion on the Venice Pier reported winds of 10-12 knots during the race, but we had less than
that down at water level as there were no whitecaps. | think the cold water resulted in a
strong and persistent temperature inversion. For the long run home both Summertime and
Raegan-e took advantage of the VSS rule allowing normally non-spinnaker boat to use their
chutes. For the results visit http://home.comcast.net/~venicesailor/\VVSSracing/
distanceraceresults.html

John Lynch, Fleet Captain, Racing jlynch137@comcast.net



http://home.comcast.net/~venicesailor/VSSracing/buoyraceresults.html
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Cruise To Nowhere!

A1~

Patriotds Park, Venic
Saturday, February 27, 2010 i
1PMto4PM

Menu: Pig Roast
3 Side Dishes
Barbie Sauce
Garlic Bread
The whole works!

Please fill out the form below and include your payment of $15.00
. per person. Guests welcome!

L T T N P N T TN TN Y, . n

Reservations must be received by Friday, February 12th.

Name # People X $15 Total

" Send checks to:
i Venice Sailing Squadron
P.O. Box 141

Nokomis, FL 34274 -0140




Thanks are due to our advertisers
for supporting this Newsletter.

Please patronize their businesses

whenever you can!

Vacation Travel Genter

BILL WHALEN

BWhalen@vacationtvl.com

(941) 485-1850
1 (877) 860-1850
ax (941) 485-1910

109 W. Tampa Avenue
Venice, FL 34285 F
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7 SEA] Tow

Services
SEAWTOW Venice- Englewood

“You’re Road Service at Sea”

FREE Towing For Members
Gold Card Membership $149.00 peryr.
Use Your Sailing Squadron Member Privilege
TODAY & Receive $20.00 off Your

Annual Membership.

CALL Today- 484-4183

Gregg Knighton

2100 20th St.

Sarasota, FL 34234

Cell 941-730-6096

Ph 941-365-SAIL (7245)
Fax 941-365-7274

A
KN.G“TO" www.knightonsailmakers.com
gregg@knightonsailmakers.com

ULLMAN SAILS, Fiorida

957 N. Lime Ave.
Sarasota, FL 34237-3510
(941) 951-0189

FAX: (941) 955-4758
e-mail: ullfl@verizon.net
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New Sails » Repairs  Canvas ° Rigging * Boat Sales

P+

(941) 488-0766 = Fax 484-0076 = www.nauticaltrader.net

Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year

Jim Johnson
Manager S *

BUY « SELL » CONSIGN
MARINE EQUIPMENT

110 E. Colonia Ln. » Nokomis, FL 34275



http://www.nauticaltrader.net/
http://www.knightonsailmakers.com/

wdmckie@gmail.com




