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Hello Sailors, 
 
Despite the weather, this winter is still rolling along for the Squadron, with great participation from you.  
The Cruise to Nowhere was very well attended, spectacularly well attended in fact, given the weather.  
And the sun came out about the time dinner was served and rewarded all those who attended.  Letôs 
hope itôs a bit warmer for the óTween Waters cruise this weekend! 
 
While the Season has only two months left, we are far from winding down!  April offers the last Pot 
Luck of the year, a Cruise to Boca Grande Marina, and three races, including the big one, The Venice 
Sharks Tooth Regatta.  This is a big event for Venice, why not come out and race?  Last year we had a 
great turnout, with many boats out there who donôt regularly race.  Itôs good fun, you get some racing 
experience, and a great party at the Venice Yacht Club after the race.  And if you are a regular racer, 
the competition from other Clubs makes it all that more challenging. 
 
The Nominating Committee is still in full swing recruiting for the various jobs for the VSSôs next season.  
Here is a word or two describing two of the positions.  The Fleet Captain Cruising is a Board position, 
sets up the Steak n Sail, and finds cruise masters for the five other cruises,  The Steak n Sail proce-
dure is well documented, and for the cruises, at least two members regularly sign up to lead a cruise, 
so the job is really only about finding three more cruise masters.  Volunteers please? 
 
The Fleet Captain Operations is also a Board position, finds programs for six Pot Luck dinners, and 
sets up the Holiday Party (for which the venue is reserved already).  For the Pot Luck speakers, there 
are two reasonably regular repeat speakers each year, so that leaves four to find.  Consider a sail 
maker for one, perhaps a marine law enforcement group, and you only have two more to go.  A diesel 
repair person and a marine electronics expert and youôre done! 
 
Please call Bill Whalen or me to discuss these or any other job descriptions, and then just pick one that 
suits you.  There are plenty of people that will help you that have done the job before.  We look forward 
to your participation 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Steve Saewert, Commodore           spsaewert@comcast.net  

V.S.S. 
COMMODOREôS 

CORNER 

Steve Saewert  
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Old Man Winter 2010 may have gone North yesterday, but Miss Spring sure rained on our parade this past Sun-

day. The weather interfered again with our weekend plans. Captain John Lynch had arranged another fun race 

for us, and this one included a post race social with prizes and surprises, one surprise ï Sunday, 21st was John's 

birthday!!!. A strong and healthy 72 yrs old - Congratulations John! Unfortunately, 2 inches of needed rain can-

celled our Sunday's race and social with all other outdoor activities in Venice today.  

 

I wanted to thank Polly Gates, the squadron's Program Chairman, who arranges our monthly meetings and 

speakers.  I thoroughly enjoyed listening to the speaker, Robert McCobmer, again at our March meeting.  Who 

knew how much "Grog" was consumed daily by her Majesty's British Navy!!  He was enjoyable to listen to, a 

good choice as speaker.  If anyone has any suggestions, I'm sure Polly would appreciate hearing from you.     

 

I want to thank the members who have come to me since our last meeting, Barbara and Richard Francis, Tom 

Rice, Tony Bollers, Curt Cook, and Ed Turner.  They each have expressed their desire to help the squadron and 

volunteered for open positions the squadron currently has.  My conversation with each of them has me charged 

up for an exciting 2010-11 season,   

 

There are still positions to be filled, such as the Shipôs Store, and we would like to see more members come 

forward.  Remember, VSS is a volunteer organization, operated year to year only by its members.  We are all 

expected to help where we can, as many of us have done in the past.  Anyone interested in volunteering, please 

contact me. If you want your voice to be heard or want to lend a hand putting together a great year for next sea-

son, but don't know what is open, and what is entailed, please call me at work (941-485-1850) - Monday 

through Friday - or you can send me an email and I will answer all your questions. 

 

I hope to see you out on the water, or at our next meeting, the 2nd Wed of he month, April 14th 

 

Bill Whalen, Vice Commodore      bwhalen@vacationtvl.com  

Vice Commodoreôs Report 

Sharkõs Tooth 

Cup  

Saturday, April 17
th  

Registration at VYC 6:30 PM Fri & 9:30 
AM Sat  

Skippersô Meeting at VYC 11:00 AM Sat; 
Race starts 12:30 PM  

Free Beer at 4:00 PM; Tiki Buffet at VYC 
at 5:00 PM; Awards  

NOR and Entry Form at VSS Website  

http://home.comcast.net/~venicesailor/
VSSracing/VSSracing.html  
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Cruising Captainôs Corner 

 
You all should know, by now, that our First Annual Pig Roast was an awesome success.  (Yes. I 
know. No such thing as a ófirst annualô.  I can hear Ms Pabst from her grave é but, Iôm planting the 
seed for a SECOND Annual Pig Roast. And, with all this bloody rain, it should grow into a 3

rd
 & 4

th
 é.)  

 
We had upwards of 90 hungry souls, hungering for warmth as well as pork.  And, then the sky opened 
up é not with rain, but with that illusive sun!!!!  The window of warmth lasted long enough for us all to 
eat at least 1sts if not 2nds, get a tad warmer, shed a sweater or two, & remove the earmuffs & 
gloves.  Since the incredible luck with the weather, weôve been offered an all expense paid trip to Las 
Vegas by a few members ï as long as they can stand next to us at the tables. Hmmmmmmmmmm. 
 
The cruise to óTween Waters is under control as reported by Cruise Masters Bill Hettler & Phyllis.  
Should be a good time!!!  March 26 to 28 ~ if you havenôt signed up, for heavenôs sakes!  What are 
you waiting for???? 
 
The 23

rd
, 24

th
, & 25

th
 of April will be our cruise to Boca Grande. CM Bob Lehrman tells us that the rate 

will be $2.25/foot as long as we have 5 boats & we have, right now, 6 boats!  Dinner on Saturday eve-
ning will be right there, at the Eagle Grill.  There will be docktails both Friday. & Saturday, so bring 
your favorite munchies to share.  There will also be breakfast coffee on Saturday & Sunday.   See you 
there!!!  (Any questions? Contact Bob/Carol Lehrman or Ed/Carol Turner.) 
 
I (Carol) am probably speaking óout of turnô, but thatôs never stopped me before.  Who is old enough to 
remember the old, old  comment: ñLet George Do Itò?  I remember it as sort of a ócop outô people used 
to get out of doing stuff they didnôt want to do.  I am also old enough to have learned that someday, 
you just gotta be George. 
 
Don & I have been Cruise Masters for the past 3 years.  It has been an absolutely wonderful experi-
ence working with all the individual Cruise Masters & some of the staff at the various Marinas we have 
visited.  When we joined the Squadron, we didnôt know anybody except the guy who talked us into 
joining & then he left.  Bottom line: if someone calls & asks you to volunteer your services to the 
Squadron, say óyesô.  
 

Carol and Don Duncan      duncancarol_10@msn.com  

Program Chair  

The April Pot Luck  Dinner will be on April 14.  The assignments have been changed.  If your last 
name begins with: A-F  Please bring a salad or appetizer 
   G-R   Please bring a main course. 
   S-Z -Please bring a dessert 
Please bring a dish to share for about 8-10 people.  Donôt forget utensils and your favorite beverage 
 

Polly Gates               mag57@aol.com  
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FOR SALE - 1979 Watkins 27 Sailboat  
 

Length: 27ô, Beam: 10ô, Draft: 3ô10ò, Engine: Yanmar 2GM20F (fresh water cooled),  

This yacht is rigged for single handed sailing. It has a Dutchman mainsail handling 

system and roller furling jib and new headsail. 

Ready to Sail/Cruise away, just bring your personal items and go.  

$8,500.00. A good boat at a fair price for todayôs market.  

Slip available in Venice, 20 minutes to the Gulf 

 

Contact: Don Marik,  941 - 485-5458 or spinner505@comcast.net   

Racing News  

March has proven to be as much of a challenge for the racing program as the previous few months 
were.  The VSS Buoy races on the 6th drew a reasonable fleet of six boats on a beautiful sunny day with 
Jim Liston and the crew of Cat's Meow officiating.  For the first race the winds were 11-14 knots.  Cat's 
Meow held off Reagan-e to win by 32 seconds corrected time and Elfshu was 3rd.  In the 2nd race the 
wind picked up to 15-16 knots and that time Cat's Meow won decisively with Raegan-e 2nd and C'est 
Sea Bon 3rd.  Results are at http://home.comcast.net/~venicesailor/VSSracing/buoyraceresults.html. 
 
Meanwhile, that same weekend, Summertime had ventured off to Punta Gorda for the annual Conquis-
tador Regatta.  On Saturday the 6th, while some boats in Venice had found the going a little rough in the 
2nd race, the fleets at Punta Gorda were having a tough time finishing under the time limits.  Summer-
time's record for Saturday was a ñTime Limit Exceededò in the first race and a first in the second race.  
We only won the 2nd race because the boat in front of us was caught in a drifting gaggle of boats in other 
classes and was pushed beyond the finishing mark.  They eventually extricated themselves and re-
turned to finish properly, but could only salvage a 7th.  Sunday turned out to be even worse.  There was 
a monstrous 77 boat fleet on a reverse-handicap course of 8.5 nm. It began right on time in a pleasant 5 
or 6 knot breeze, but by the time Summertime was on the 4th (next to last) leg we were drifting.  The 
zephyrs came from every direction including straight down.  When the 2:30 PM time limit arrived, not a 
single one of the 77 boats had finished, so Summertime's weekend record was TLE, 1, TLE.  Results 
can be found at http://www.pgscweb.com/race/2010_racing/2010_races.htm. 
 
Conditions at Fisherman's Village were also a bit tough.  It was pretty cold and windy at night, which put 
a damper on the parties, and we got sunburned by day.  On Sunday morning the official temperature at 
sunrise was 37O F and with the breeze the wind chill was 33O F.  I took Summertime home on Sunday 
night, arriving in Venice  via the Gulf at 1 AM after motoring the whole way from Boca Grande with 15 
knots right on the nose.  I was wearing almost everything I had with me by the time I got here.  Brrrr. 
 
The Distance race that was scheduled for the 21st was canceled due to off-and-on driving rain.  AT 1 
PM, the time scheduled for the start, it was pouring rain with lightening and blowing 17 knots. 
 
On April 17th, VSS and VYC will host the annual Shark's Tooth Cup Regatta.  The Notice of Race and 
entry forms are on the VSS website under Racing.  Letôs all get out there and race!  If you can't do that, 
contact Jim Liston (jrliston@juno.com) to see if you can help in some way. 
 

John Lynch, Fleet Captain, Racing    jlynch137@comcast.net  

mailto:spinner505@comcast.net
http://home.comcast.net/~venicesailor/VSSracing/buoyraceresults.html
http://www.pgscweb.com/race/2010_racing/2010_races.htm
mailto:jrliston@juno.com
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Cruise to No Where 

Patriots Park, Venice, Florida  

Feb 27, 2010 


